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Pharma&Biotech 

Basel, Switzerland, 5 October 2017 – Lonza confirmed 

today that its new cell and gene therapy manufacturing 

facility in Pearland, in the area of Houston, TX (USA), which 

started construction in May of 2016, is nearing completion 

and is on schedule to start production in Q1 2018, despite 

the storms that hit the state of Texas in late August and early  

September. The event organized around the opening of the 

facility has been moved into 2018 out of respect for the 

Lonza staff and people of Texas who were affected by the 

storm. 

 

Lonza also confirmed that all employees are safe, despite 

damage to some of their homes and vehicles. In response,  

Lonza has pledged funds to disaster relief throughout Texas 

and is providing additional monetary support to affected 

employees. 

 

“We want to acknowledge the Lonza team members who 

were able to make it onsite during the storm to ensure that 

our facilities were safe and that the projects that were in  

process kept going during these extraordinary events," said 

Ricardo Jimenez, Site Director, Lonza Houston Inc.  

  

“The City of Pearland and its community have been great  

supporters of the life-science community, and now is the 

time to return that support. Lonza Houston remains 

committed to this community and knows that its 

perseverance and fortitude will accelerate the return to 

normalcy and further growth,” he added. 

  

The state-of-the-art multi-purpose facility will include 

independent cGMP modular cleanrooms for up to 2,000 L-

scale production in single-use bioreactors. Grade-B 

cleanrooms will also be constructed to continue the 

manufacture of cell therapy products. 

 

Andreas Weiler, Ph.D, Head of Emerging Technologies for 

Lonza’s Pharma&Biotech segment, explained: "This facility 

will set a new standard in modular, mobile, flexible and 

disposable manufacturing capabilities available to cell and 

gene therapy customers. Additionally, the infrastructure will  

allow the facility’s activities to be ready to scale over time 

from the start of production."  

 

With the initial 100,000-square-foot (9,290-square-meter ) 

facility and the subsequent 150,000-square-foot (13,935-

square-meter) expansion in progress, the Houston-area site 

for Lonza will be the largest in the world dedicated to cell 

and gene therapy development and manufacturing.  

 

The facility will more than double Lonza’s capacity for the 

production of cell and gene therapeutics and will include a 

fully segregated fill/finish suite. The facility design is both 

U.S. and EU GMP-compliant and will showcase Lonza’s  

offering of single-use disposable platforms up to 2,000 L in 

volume.  

 

 

About Lonza 

Following the closing of the Capsugel acquisition, Lonza further 

strengthened its position as one of the world’s leading and most-

trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech and specialty 

ingredients markets. Lonza harnesses science and technology to 

create products that support safer and healthier living and that 

enhance the overall quality of life. 

 

An integrated solutions provider serving the healthcare continuum, 

Lonza offers products and services from the custom development 

and manufacturing of active pharmaceutical ingredients to 

innovative dosage forms for the pharma and consumer health and 

nutrition industries. In addition to drinking water sanitizers, 

nutraceuticals, antidandruff agents and other personal care 

ingredients, the company provides agricultural products, advanced 

coatings and composites and microbial control solutions that 

combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other pathogens. 

 

Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well -

respected global company with more than 50 major manufacturing 

and R&D facilities and nearly 14,000 full-time employees 

worldwide. Further information can be found at www.lonza.com. 
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Additional Information and Disclaimer 

Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Sw itzerland, and is listed 

on the SIX Sw iss Exchange. It has a secondary listing on the Singapore 

Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not 

subject to the SGX-ST’s continuing listing requirements but remains 

subject to Rules 217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 

 

Certain matters discussed in this new s release may constitute forward-

looking statements. These statements are based on current expectations 

and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no 

assurance that these expectations and estimates w ill be achieved. 

Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks 

and uncertainty and are qualif ied in their entirety. The actual results may 

differ materially in the future from the forw ard-looking statements included 

in this new s release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as 

otherw ise required by law , Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any intention or 

obligation to update the statements contained in this new s release. 
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